BEECHAC

Bladder Exstrophy, Epispadias, 
Cloacal Exstrophy, Hypospadias, 
Australian Community (Incorporated)

	Aims and Objectives

	We aim to

· provide an Australian community for people with Bladder Exstrophy, Epispadias, Cloacal Exstrophy or Hypospadias and to provide support and advice for their family members and friends

· collaborate with health care professionals such as surgeons, physician’s psychologists, nurses and allied health services to gain their support and work together to improve the care and treatment for BEECHAC members and their families

· generate public awareness of these health conditions, including in educational settings such as pre schools, infants school, primary and secondary school and higher education centres such as TAFE colleges and universities. Awareness raising in work places is also needed for our members to ensure they have quality provision for their specific needs
	We intend to provide

· a website with regular updates and information about frequently asked questions, doctors and hospitals, latest techniques and procedures and resources. Also, chat lines for various age groups and interest groups within the association, links with other organizations within Australia and overseas as well as links to other useful government and non government agencies

· a quarterly newsletter via the website and for posting with updates on events, resources, information and your stories and input. Also, updates from each state/territory

· resources, such as a library of books, DVDs, articles for children and adults related to their health issue for borrowing and/or purchasing

· conferences within Australia with each state/territory taking turns at hosting the conference and inviting participants from overseas to attend including medical professionals and members of similar organisations such as the Association for Bladder Exstrophy Community (ABC) and the Hypospadias and Epispadias Association (HEA) both in the USA

· emotional and financial support for operations and procedures by assisting with travel expenses, accommodation, within Australia and overseas for operations, consultations and conferences. Also respite support during long hospital stays, emotional and stress relief support before, during and after operations plus general support at any stage when needed and ensuring psychological support for all members of the family if needed

· research about the health conditions and information on developments in surgery and techniques that may be useful


