Letter of encouragement to BEECHAC Inc conference participants 

Tom Exler, Vice President, Association for Bladder Exstrophy Community, USA

Dear BEECHAC Inc Members,

During my 44 plus years of life, I have had the great pleasure of meeting people of all ages born with some form of the Epispadias- Bladder Exstrophy Complex from every US State, as well as from all over Canada and another 10-15 other foreign countries. However, I am very honored by the invitation to spend a few days at the BEECHAC Inc Conference in Sydney at the Coogee Bay Hotel.  I know this will be a great learning experience and just a great time for all, in one of the most beautiful backyards in the World.

I really would like to commend all the parents for taking time out of your busy lives, by giving their children this opportunity to spend time with others going through all the same issues.  I personally know how important these meetings were to me as a child, but especially, now later in life. My mother, along with my paediatric surgeon, founded the first children’s ostomy group in the world. So I was very lucky to grow up knowing, not just kids with Exstrophy, but kids with of all types of intestinal and urinary issues.

In addition, in the last few years, I have come to the conclusion that being born with Bladder Exstrophy has been one of the greatest gifts of my life.  I know this is very hard to understand, dealing today with all the hospitalisations, medical tests and surgeries that your child maybe going through at this time or you as an adult have gone through yourself. But look at how much you have learned and personally grown from these experiences. I know there are many positive gifts that you have received so far, from this adventure dealing with all the Exstrophy issues. Just remember to take the time to receive the positive gifts into your life and do not dwell on all the negative ones that come with having a child or yourself or your family member, or friend dealing with these medical issues.

I am really looking forward for the opportunity to meet everyone at the BEECHAC Inc Conference. Feel free to e-mail me before the conference or once we have met, after the conference.

Sincerely,

Thomas Exler 
Email: teexler3@aol.com 

